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   When I first accepted the nomination to become 
President Elect of UELMA in 2017, I honestly did not 
have a deep understanding or appreciation of what the 
Utah Educational Library Media Association actually 
did as an organization to truly support school library 
professionals, other than put on a great annual Spring 
conference. This past October as President of UEL-
MA, by default of my title as President, I became one 
of the many advocates who was behind the scenes to 
represent Utahôs school librarians in the challenge 
against blocking access to the EBSCO databases for 
more than 800,000 K-12 students in Utah. This experi-

ence has made me fully realize what our association does for our school librari-
ans across the state and how important it is for us to provide that advocacy and 
voice to school librarians who teach the skills necessary for students to effective-
ly navigate reliable research sources. 
   I think many librarians and teachers did 
not really know what had happened to EB-
SCO in late September until on the day 
they had thoughtfully planned out lessons 
ready to teach research skills using EBSCO 
databases, they saw a message posted on 
the Utah Online Library page saying the 
databases were óunavailableô. 
   From the day access was blocked on Sep-
tember 22, several local and national      
library organizations beyond UELMA were actively working on a campaign to 
open access to resources which affected our Utah K-12 students. Access through 
the public library portal and academic portal were unaffected. The Utah Library 
Associationôs advocacy chair, Peter Bromberg, was instrumental in his efforts to 
keep me involved and aware of what had happened and advised next steps we 
could take in a coordinated effort along with AASL, ALA and the Office of Intel-
lectual Freedom. For the next several weeks, I made concerted efforts to reach 
out to our membership, teachers and fellow librarians to give background infor-
mation on the issue and spread the word that we had a fight on our hands AND 
we needed to support each other to oppose this challenge at the next UETN 
Board meeting fast approaching on October 19. 
   Two days before the meeting, during the SUMS conference in Cedar City, 
Selena Campbell and I sat in a room to hammer out an official UELMA state-
ment that needed to be submitted by 9am the next morning in order for it to be 
part of the documents presented at Fridayôs board meeting. As we fleshed out     
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Mark Your Calendars:   

     

¶ UELMA Conference         

March 8                         

West Valley City 

¶ UCET Conference      

March 5-6                     

Provo City              

 

Newsletter Submissions: 
 

-Please send articles for              

publication to Selena Campbell at 

lwyness@graniteschools.org          

or Elisabeth Petty at                    

elisabethapetty@outlook.com. 

 

-Visit our website at                 

https://uelma.org/category/newsle

tter for more newsletters. 

òé I now understand  

that together as a  

professional association,  

we are a force to be      

reckoned with and our 

voice indeed does matter.ó 

mailto:lwyness@graniteschools.org
mailto:elisabethapetty@outlook.com
https://uelma.org/category/newsletter/
https://uelma.org/category/newsletter/
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Presidentõs Message, cont... 

Conference Registration is Open 

the main points we wanted to express, we gathered input from other conference attendees who helped us fo-
cus on why we were so adamantly against this form of censorship and how important the databases were in 
our teaching. That evening I finalized the official UELMA statement that was submitted to the UETN board. 
I had also been in contact with representatives from ALA and AASL who had crafted another official state-
ment  in support of our efforts that I put my signature to as UELMA president. It was clear that this challenge 
went beyond the borders of Utah and it had potential future implications that could affect all school libraries 
if we did not come together as library professionals in our respective organizations in defense of intellectual 
freedom. 
   It was heartening to have several other UELMA board members, teacher librarians and library advocates 
representing our collective goal by speaking at the board meeting on October 19. It was a powerful experi-
ence to be in a room with both sides supporting their case to the UETN board. We all quickly realized, the 
challenge to EBSCO was a concentrated effort in censorship by people outside of the school library and edu-
cational community and did not use sound research practices that we teach our students. Needless to say, the 
final decision of the board was to reinstate access to EBSCO with some caveats which UEN would have to 
follow up on with EBSCO. 
   This experience made me appreciate the power of professional organizations such as UELMA and what 
came with the title of President. If it was just individual librarians or teachers fighting for this cause in isola-
tion, we probably would not have been using EBSCO today in our schools. We now need to continue using 
the powerful voice of our association to advocate for school librarians and library programs in order to teach 
students the research and information literacy skills necessary to be able to better navigate what information 
they may encounter online. 
   Now more than ever we need to use the strength of our association to continue dialog with decision makers 
in our schools, districts and legislature in support of school librarians and programs. Unfortunately I know 
this wonôt be the last challenge to accessing information we may see in our libraries, but fortunately I now 
understand that together as a professional association we are a force to be reckoned with and our voice indeed 
does matter. 
 
   Lorraine Wyness 

   Registration for the UELMA Conference on March 8, 2019, is now open. You can register online by click-
ing here. Registration includes UELMA membership, Friday activities and lunch with options for vegetarian 
and gluten-free entrees. 
 
   Early bird registration through December 31 discounts the price to $79. Starting January 1, 2019, the regu-
lar admission price will be $89. On the day of the conference admission is $99. Students who are in an          
accredited Library Media Program may register for $39. If you are unable to attend the conference, you can 
sign up for a year membership in UELMA for $25. 
 
   For those needing relicensure points, please have your cactus number ready when you register. 
 
   Come to the Utah Cultural Celebration Center (1355 West 3100 S, West Valley City, UT) at 7:15 am on the 
day of the conference for breakfast and registrationï picking up your materials. The opening session will 
begin at 8:00 am.  

https://drive.google.com/open?id=1WzTaQTwR5CIFpvM1FzxbPgHOIk8UQTLl
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1ZRlsuhn3xM9QuiSu97Lkzo6UkAgDJnar/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1ZRlsuhn3xM9QuiSu97Lkzo6UkAgDJnar/view?usp=sharing
https://uelma.wufoo.com/forms/m13dyjjn1svbzjz/
https://uelma.wufoo.com/forms/m13dyjjn1svbzjz/
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Call for Awards and Proposals  

   

Calling all librarians! 

   Please take a few minutes to consider nominating one of your professional colleagues for their dedication, 

service, innovation and support to school libraries or school librarianship. Winners of the nominations will 

be announced at the UELMA Conference in March. The categories for nomination are: 

¶ UELMA Teacher Librarian of the Year (Certified) 

¶ UELMA Library Paraprofessional of the Year (Non-Certified, Classified) 

¶ UELMA Administrator of the Year (Principal or District Level Supervisor) 

We look forward to recognizing those library heroes among us. You know who they are!  

Nominations are due by January 31, 2019.  Click here to nominate someone. 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfZ9uXrl6m-nD_9IvpYT4LcDLDCNmChi_duV9Hj9a3fn9vEeg/viewform
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSecukey2dyVlMv8JQJHXUMwnJSjxOWLrMj6GHZawGqqe0y7HA/viewform
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Service Project 

Letôs Build a Library! 

   Dixie Montessori Academy is a K-7 Charter School in Southwest 
Utah. They have been in operation for over six years without a library! 
They are also a ñTurnaround Schoolò, which means they are currently 
one of the most underperforming schools in Utah. 
   With a new director, Julie Atwood, they are turning that around. Di-
rector Atwood has created a school improvement plan and part of that 
was building a library in the school. Kathy Thiriot was chosen to be the 
librarian and rose to the occasion! She has been purchasing books with 
a very tight budget, seeking donations, and working to make the library 
the heart of the school. 
   This library is in need of high quality books in all areas. In order to 
help the library save funds, the team at Southwest Educational Develop-
ment Center have set up a KOHA library to check out books. The team    
recently spent a day at the school entering all the current books, many 
of which are gently used but very much appreciated. 
   While we were there, many students poked their head in and asked 
when they could check out books! 

 
 
 
 

 Please help us by donating  
     books or money at the      
      UELMA Conference! 

Technology Highlight 

   This month I want to highlight one of AASLôs 2018 Best Apps for Teaching and Learning. AASL has struc-
tured their website and app awards to correlate to the shared foundations. GooseChase is a revolutionary scav-
enger hunt app. Itôs easy to use and plenty of fun! AASL connects it to these standards: 

 
   Engagement is high using this app. Students remain focused on the easy to understand tasks. It is easy to set 
up and use on the librarianôs end as well. I used GooseChase this year on 5 iPads for a library orientation scav-
enger hunt for 9th grade teams. It worked well; I encourage you to try it and share your experience with UEL-
MA and other librarians. 
 
   Mariah Gerlach 


